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NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL

To

Justice KG Balakrishnan

Ex-Chief Justice of India

Chairperson, Commission of Inquiry
Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

Government of India 11 November 2024

Subject: Addressing Discrimination Against Scheduled Caste Persons
in_Reservation Benefits — Regarding

Our Reference: www.nationalcouncil.in/wings/legal/justicekgb11nov24.pdf

Respected Justice Balakrishnan,

Greetings from the National Christian Council, its constituent members, and
leaders from across 28 States and 17 wings of India. We thank you for your
gracious audience today and the opportunity to present our perspective on Dalit
Christian Reservations.

We are submitting the following for your kind attention regarding the discrimination
faced by Scheduled Caste (SC) persons in the context of reservation benefits,
particularly as the Government of India has constituted a Commission of Inquiry
under your esteemed chairmanship to investigate this matter.

At the outset, we are pleased to note that the Government of India has constituted
this Commission of Inquiry to examine the issue of continuing reservations for
Scheduled Castes when they convert to religions other than those specified in the
Presidential Order of 1950. We submit the following for your kind consideration
and for the deliberations of the Commission, and respectfully request that it be
included in the Commission’s report as deemed appropriate.

The Presidential Order of 1950, which identifies SC persons eligible for
reservation benefits due to the generations of discrimination they have faced, has
been criticized for its discriminatory nature. The Order selectively includes certain
religions while excluding others, thus perpetuating inequality based on descent
and occupation. The Order was amended in 1956 to include Dalits who converted
to Sikhism (in its entirety), and again in 1990 to include Dalits who converted to
Buddhism.

These amendments disprove the arguments made by some that caste identity is
lost upon conversion to Christianity, and therefore reservations should not
continue. The claim that caste identity is irrelevant after conversion is baseless as
even in Sikhism and Buddhism, where caste is not formally practiced, Dalits have
been included in the SC category. It is well-known that caste-based discrimination
continues even after conversion to Christianity. The evidence of this can be seen
by observing a few of the matrimonial advertisements in which they announce
such and such caste converted Christian seeking a bride / groom from same caste
converts, efc.
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According to the United Nations' policies on discrimination, SC persons continue to suffer
discrimination based on their descent and occupation. When they convert to Christianity, their
reservation benefits are unjustly revoked. This practice is highly discriminatory and violates the
principles of equality and non-discrimination enshrined in the Indian Constitution and supported
by the United Nations.

The argument that other SC persons object to these individuals continuing their reservation
benefits is not valid. SC persons who hold the SC certificate are entitled to benefits based on
their identity, and their choice of religion—or even their decision to be atheists—should not affect
their eligibility for reservation benefits.

Former Member of Parliament Shri Lagadapati Rajagopal introduced a Private Member's Bill in
April 2008 (Appendix 1), which highlighted the discrimination faced by individuals based on
religion, even when their social and economic conditions are identical. Rajagopal's observations
in his constituency revealed that individuals like Maremma, who had not converted, and
Mariamma, who had converted, lived under the same conditions and faced same discrimination.
Their social and economic conditions remained unchanged. He argued that such discrimination
based on religion should not continue.

The bill emphasized that religious discrimination is unjust and violates the principles of equality
and non-discrimination. Rajagopal advocated for individuals' right to choose their religion freely
without facing adverse consequences, such as losing reservation benefits. This bill aimed to
address religious discrimination and ensure that all individuals, regardless of their religious
beliefs, are treated equally and fairly by the state.He highlighted that the state should not dictate
an individual's choice of religion and that all individuals, regardless of their faith, should be
entitled to the same benefits and protections. We concur with his submission in the Parliament
(Appendix 2).

Caste-based discrimination violates the basic principles of human dignity and equality by
categorizing people into "inferior" and "superior" groups. The UN has emphasized that such
systems violate the principles of universal human dignity and equality.The United Nations has
recognized that caste-based discrimination often leads to extreme exclusion and dehumanization
of affected communities (Appendix 3). These communities frequently face the worst
socioeconomic conditions and are deprived of their civil, political, economic, social, and cultural
rights.

Indians from Scheduled Castes are facing many of these discriminations, and in addition religion-
based discrimination too. They are deprived of their right to practice the religion of their choice
without losing their reservation benefits.

We wish to highlight the numerous efforts made by various organizations representing the
interests of SC persons who convert to Christianity. Many civil protests have been held across
the nation, at national, state, district, constituency and Taluka levels. Lawsuits (PILs) have been
filed, and the matter is currently being dealt with by the Apex Court, which you, Justice
Balakrishnan, presided over during your tenure as Chief Justice of India. We fully support the
efforts made by various organizations and public opinion mobilized for the continuation of SC
status for converts to Christianity.

The precedents on this subject are clear and compelling. The Justice Ranganath Mishra
Commission (Appendix 4) recommended in its 2007 report that the Scheduled Caste (SC) status
be completely delinked from religion and made secular, similar to the status of Scheduled Tribes.
The Sachar Committee found that there was no improvement in the socio-economic condition of
Dalit Muslims and Christians, even after conversion. In 2011, both the National Commission for



Scheduled Castes and the National Commission for Minorities recommended extending SC
status to Dalit Christians and Muslims in affidavits filed with the Supreme Court.

The conclusion of these official reports is that excluding Dalit converts from the SC category
violates the constitutional guarantee of equality and non-discrimination under Article 16. These
reports argue that the denial of SC status to Dalit converts has led to their continued socio-
economic and educational backwardness, depriving them of employment opportunities by
excluding them from access to reservations in education and employment. We, the National
Christian Council, along with our members and leaders, fully agree with these findings and
conclusions.

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Minority Issues has highlighted the challenges faced
by Dalit Christians in India (Appendix 5). The report emphasizes that Dalit Christians often face
double discrimination: first, because of their caste status, and second, due to their religious
identity (Appendix 6). The report calls for extending SC reservation benefits to Schedule Caste
persons who convert to Christianity and Islam, in order to ensure they receive the same
protections and opportunities as those who convert to Sikhism or Buddhism (Appendix 7).

The National Christian Council has been at the forefront of advocating for equal rights for all
persons, irrespective of religion or no religion, so that the fundamental rights enshrined in our
Constitution are upheld for all citizens. A few of our activity's highlights are appended for the
perusal of commission. Dr. Sam Paul, Founder President, participated in the United Nations
Conference Against Racism and Other Intolerances in Durban, South Africa, where several world
leaders, including Indian leaders advocating for Dalit emancipation, highlighted this matter.

Many of our leaders have issued public statements and conducted interfaith dialogues to raise
awareness on this subject in various locations, including with the honourable Governor of Andhra
Pradesh Shri xxx, Chief Minister of Telangana Shri Revanth Reddy, and at several press
conferences across the country.

The Andhra Pradesh State Assembly under the leadership of the Chief Minister of united Andhra
Pradesh Shri. YS Rajashekhar Reddy under heavy pressure from the then opposition leader
Shri. Nara Chandra Babu Naidu who raised this matter in the State Assembly has passed a
resolution in the State Assembly to continue reservations to SC persons converting to Christianity
and forwarded the same to the President of India.

The Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, introduced and passed a
resolution in the Andhra Pradesh State Assembly in Amaravati for the continuation of SC
reservations for converts to any religion, i.e. Christianity or Islam. The Telugu daily Eenadu
covered the same on 9 February 2019. A complete translation of this article is enclosed
(Appendix 8) for your kind information and consideration by the Commission of Inquiry.

We urge the Commission to consider these points and take necessary actions to ensure that SC
persons are not discriminated against based on their choice of faith. It is imperative that the
principles of equality and non-discrimination are upheld to promote social justice and equality for
all as per Indian Constitution Article 16 that guarantees equality of opportunity for all citizens in
matters relating to employment or appointment to any office under the State and prohibits
discrimination on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, place of birth, residence, or
any of them in respect of any employment or office under the State.

We request that the Commission of Inquiry recommend an amendment to the Presidential Order
of 1950 to include converts to Christianity and Islam, or alternatively, to delete the religion clause



altogether, thereby ensuring justice for millions of SC persons to practice their choice of religion
freely without loosing the reservation benefits.

Sincerely,

Bishop Dr. Sam Paul Kolakaluri
Rev. Dr. Bokka George Muller
Bro. Manoj Origeti

Mrs. Savitri Prakash Rao

Rev. Avatar Patil

Appendices:
1. Information on the Private Member's Bill in Parliament by Shri Rajagopal, MP, Vijayawada:

Parliament Digital Library: Introduction of the Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Orders
(Amendment) Bill, 2009,

2.https:/leparlib.nic.in/bitstream/123456789/738781/1/527 .pdffisearch=private % 20Member%20Bi
11%20Lagadapati%20Rajagopal %20PRIVATE %20MEMBERS %20BILLS

3. UN News to Click: Caste systems violate human rights of millions worldwide — new UN expert
report | UN News

4. Justicenews To Click: Justice Ranganath Mishra Commission And Its Report On Quota For
Dalit Converts

5.https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Minorities/Declaration GA Report/
NGOs/Dalit Solidarity Netzwork .pdf?form=MG0OAV3

6. https://ohrh.law.ox.ac.uk/marginalized-twice-over-the-struggle-of-dalit-christians-in-
india/?form=MGOAV3

7. hitps://mattersindia.com/2020/08/indias-dalits-face-restrictions-on-freedom-of-
conscience/?form=MGO0AV3

8. Translation of the Eenadu Telugu Daily article from 9 February 2019

9. Memorandum Submission for Continuation of SC Reservations by Dr. George Muller AP State
President to the State Home Minister of AP, Mrs. Sucharita

10. Submission to Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment Shri Ramdas Athawale
in Vellore, Tamil Nadu on 24 June 2023

11. Submission to the Governor of Andhra Pradesh His Excellency xyz on xx June 2019
12. Article from a Telugu newspaper published in Khammam, translated into English

13. Submission to the Telangana Chief Minister Mr. A. Revanth Reddy regarding the issue of
extending SC reservation benefits to those converting to Christianity.
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Christians from Dalit
background should be given
“Scheduled Caste” Status
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Mr. Alavala Karunakar,
National Christian Council
Telangana President
demanded that SC status
should be given to the Dalits
that are adopting Christianity.
He was addressing a meeting
held by National Christian

I Council local leaders.

% Andhra Jyvothi Telugu Daily
21 March 2014

“Govt should introduce a bill in the Parliament to
give reservations to Dalits that adopt Christianity”,
demanded National Christian Council. In a meeting
held here the NCC National Secretary Rev. S.
Joseph and General Secretary Mr. JI David gave a
call to all the Dalit leaders to come together to voice
their concern for their people that follow Christian
faith. NCC District Gen Secretary Mr. Anand also
participated in the meeting.
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Dalit Christians should be given SC Status

‘Tamkn, June 6. National Christian Council has appealed to the Central government that
Dalit Christians should be accorded SC Stams immediately. On Thursday the Counncil
briefed the media at St. Ann'’s Generalate, Hyderabad at their concinding session of their
two day National Executive Meet. They deliberated on many important issues pertaining
tn the Christian Minorities Welfare said a few prominent leaders from our town that were
imvited to artend the National Executive meet. They said thar there shonld be stringent
laws enacted to cortail the ongoing attacks on the Christian community across the nation.
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g Sakshi Telugu Daily
9 September 2019

NCC representatves meet the Governor

Nandigama: National Christian Council State President Dr George Muler has stated that NCC leaders have
met the Governor to present a Memorandum on the issues faced by the Christians in the state. He said that
they met the Governor on Saturday evening in Raj Bhavan and submitted a memorandum. They appealed to
the Governor that issues faced by the Christians in the state should be resolved. Graveyards for Christians
should be given in all the Districts and major Towns, Christian Community halls to be built, Nominated Anglo
Indian Post to be filled by nominating Dr. Phlilip C Tocher as MLA, Dalit Christians should be given SC status
are the issnes that were submitted to the Governor, Dr. Muller stated. At first they have honoured the
governor respectfully. In the program, State Intellectual Wing President Dr. Ghanta Vijay Kumar, State
Legal Wing President Advocate Matta Prasad, State General Secretary Rev. Manoj Bob and State Women’s
Wing General Secretary Smt. Chaitanya and others participated.
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Prajapaksham Telugu Daily

7 June 2019
Christians should be given SC Status ’
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5 continually praying for Prime Minister Modi and for his leadership.

Prajapaksham / Tarnaka: National Christian Council held it’s National
Executive Meet at St. Ann’s Generalate in Tarnaka for two days. On Thursday,
in a Press Conference at the concluding session of the National Executive Meet
the Council has released various items discussed in the Executive Meet and it's
demands in the form of the Hyderabad Declaration and briefed the media about
the same. Speaking to the Media persons Council’'s Founder President Dr Sam
Panl, National President Rev. Stephen Chittibabn, National Secretary Rev.
Vipparthi and Telangana State President Alavala Karunakar said that in the
recent elections the grand victory of NDA Government under the leadership of
Shri. Narendra Maodi voted back to power to a second term proved that most
sections of the Indian people favor them and have voted them back to power.
Christians are trusting, hoping and expecting that Mr. Medi will rule the nation
justly and do justice to the Christian commmmity and to all in the country and
they confirmed that to this affect the Christian community across India shall be
Upholding
trne secnlar valnes and protecting the Christian community is the responsibility
of Central and State Governments said the Conncil. Tt pleaded to the Central
Government that SC Status should be immediately given to the Dalit Christians.
In all the States Christian Finance Corporations should be started and funds also
should be allocated to procure lands for the Christian Cemeteries. Several
representatives from various states of India have participated in this program.
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Andhra Prabha Telugu Daily
11 June 2019

Dalit Christians should be recognized as SCs:

r. Muller

Nandigama, June 10 (Prabha News): National Christian Council
(NCC) will fully support the newly elected governments at the
Centre and in the state said Council’s State President Dr. Bokka
George Muller. Speaking to the media on Monday about this he
said that the National Christian Council had passed a resolution
to this effect in their recently held National Executive Meet at
Hyderabad. The Executive meet also decided that attacks on
evangelists, Pastors, Christians should be prevented and that the
Dalit Christians should be given SC status, in AP Christian
Minorities Finance Corporation, only Christians should be
nominated for any posts in the corporation, lands should be
allocated for Christian grave yards and even the maintenance and
up keep of the Christian cemeteries should be taken up by the
Government. There should be water bore wells dug at all the
Christian cemeteries. The election promise made by Mr.
Jaganmohan Reddy to give 5,000 rupees as honorarium to the
evangelists and the allocation of residential land sites for house
construction to evangelists, complete travel subsidy should be
granted to the pilgrims visiting the Holy land of Jerusalem were
all the resolutions passed in the National Executive Meet he said.

Sakshi Telugn Daily
417 January 2019

Dalit Christi hould be ded SC status
Satupally Rural: National Christian Council (NCC) State
President Alavala Karunakar requested the government to
accord SC status to the Dalit Christians that are very
backward on all fronts. In Town's Christ Church Prayer Hall a
meeting was held on Wednesday, under the chairmanship of
the Mandal President N. Yacobu. Speaking on the occasion he
said if the government is having any little concern or love for
the Dalits it should introduce welfare schemes and projects
and come to their aid for their overall development. After that
the NCC District President A. Samson announced the new
NCC Sattupally Mandal Executive Committee. V. Vijay Kumar
as the President, V. John Babu as Coordinator, P.
Radhakrishna Paul as General Secretary, K. Sunder Rao as
Vice President, N. Sudhakar as Deputy S tary, B
Karunateja as Publicity Incharge, Ch. Karunakar as
Organising Secretary, H. Yesupadam as Publicity Secretary, T.
Aditya Binny as Media Incharge, S.Mathews as Treasurer
were elected. Inthe meeting A Ramesh, and NCC District
'Nomen Wlng Presiﬁent B. Nirmala Devi. District Legal Wlng

Pr hanam, R. Mahi , K. Prabhak

Sarv a Rao, E. Devasahayam, Praveen and Joseph
participated.

Dalit Christians should be given

Scheduled Caste Status

Christian leaders meeting was held in Holylite
Church of Lakshmichennakesavapuram of
Dharmavaram Town. NCC National President
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Dr. Sam Paul, Member of the 15 Peint program
spoke and said that due to the difficulties of
bank regulations to minorities loans Rs. 660
crores of fund has lapsed in the previous year.

He was accompanied by NCC AP President
Mr. Sali Bhaskar and NCC State General
Secretary Bishop M. Jagjivan and NCC leader
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Mr. Stalin. They deliberated on the issues
faced by Christians and promised to take them
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up with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Chandra Babu Naidu and K.
Chandra Sekhar Rao as and when their
appointments are confirmed. Several local
leaders participated in the meet.







